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Bernadette Bour’s large free-hanging
canvases are striking not only for their monumen-
tality, but also for their r ichly worked textures
– composed of paint, ink, collaged paper and
thread – which captivate our gaze. [...]

The entire surface of the canvas appears
to be in movement. Threads interweave and overlap;
sewn stitches stop and then reappear further away,
expanding and contracting throughout the pictorial
space that stretches nearly seven feet high. The lines
of sewn threads might lead us to think of a kind of
writing, a cascade of indecipherable words or
phrases in the process of taking on form and
meaning. They seem to be forging a path across the
celestial space of the canvas.../...

diana quinby

presentation text (excerpt)

in catalog “bernadette bour, painting”

the canvas reveals what it’s made of.

bernadette bour

the process at work: bernadette bour's painting



bernadette bour

« AB » 1978

oil paint, bonded tissue paper, thread on canvas, 257 x 148 cm.
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bernadette bour

« F » 1977

bonded tissue paper, oil paint, thread on linen, 255 x 149 cm.



bernadette bour

« F »

detail



bernadette bour

blotter

pitted paper and paint on paper, 65 x 50 cm. 1977



bernadette bour

untitled

collage on cardboard, gray geometric cut-out paper, yellow paper,

73 x 102 cm.



catalog

bernadette bour

painting

text by diana quinby

55 color reproductions, 52 pages, 29,7 x 21 cm.

arnaud lefebvre gallery edition

printed in october 2025

isbn : 9 782914 065085
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